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R E MAR K 8 


On the REvYEREND 


r. Joſbua Gee's LerTal 


To the REVEREND 


Mr. Nathanae! H ths 


Moderator of the late CoNVENT 10 
eee 5 22 ννE, 


Reverend „ = 


_— 3 


| Bos OUR having been frequently Wi as 
Perſon of conſiderable Weight and Influence; . 
that Party which compliment themſelves with 


5 76 & enen and deluſrve Title of Friends and Promote ; 
of the Work of God, has excited the | Curiohtf* 


| many to know your real Character, your bre 4 
ing Paſſions and Springs of Action; but when ui 
10 258 expoſed to publick View your Letter directed 


| the Rev. Moderator of the Covention, you therehj 

ſufficiently diſcovered your Temper and Caſt of Mind, and put 
out of Doubt in point of your Complexion and reigning Paſſions, .& 
: Ne 


r 


” , . , ; 
i ( 2 p] 9 90 0 * . 


Now, Sir, in Imitation of your Example, I ſhall be as free with this 
our Letter as you in that have been with the Teſtimony, not to intereſt 
my ſelf in the Diſpute that ſubſiſts between you and that venerable Con- 
pention, but only to ſhow you to your ſelf, and help you to diſcover that 
which few can fail to ſce at the firſt Glance, viz: That your Letter 
: Fould never be the Product of a cool Head or an humble Heart, 


k You tell us, Rev. Sir, in your 16th Page, that “ you thought the 
F© Intereſt of Religion called you to convey this Letter to the Moderator 
4 in this publick Manner *? : I will not be fo uncomplaiſant as to 
queſtion the Veracity of your Aſſertion; but then what your Notions 
of Religion are I am unable to divine, unleſs it be by this notable Let- 
ter, in which you undertake the Support of Religion in your own Senſe 
of the Word: And here without your friendly Affiſtance I can't diſtin- 
Relig 107; 


guiſh between your Temper and 
2 your own Honour. | 


; Allow me therefore, Rev. to aſk you, Whether 


the ſame Spirit which puſhed yoke dere, 
you in your Attack on the Eav t Sort of elevated Zeal or 
extraordinary Aatus was it, that carried you away to the Neglect of 
common Senſe and Prudence, to ſpend three or four Pages in fighting, 


as you ſuppoſe, the Battle of the Lord againſt the Title Page of the 
＋ eſtimony, and correcting it? | 


> You would have it known in diſtant Parts, that this Convention is im- 
7 called the Convention of the Paſtors of this Province, but ſhowld 
be called an Aſſembly of Paſtors meerly occaſional, without any deciſive 
Power, and this to prevent ſome egregious Miſtake, no doubt of great 
and bad Conſequence to Religion, viz. Thoſe at a Diſtance may think 
dur Convention has a Power and Authority like a Provincial Synod : 
Now pray Sir, what Power and Authority do you think Strangers would 
imagine it to have? Do you fancy they would think the Convention had 
the Power of determining the Truth or Falſhood of Propoſitions, making 
[Creeds, and the like, and thereby binding others to ſubſcribe by the Dint 
ſof their /acerdotal Authority? And ſuppoſe they would be deluded into 
this Belief, what has Power and Authority to do with this Tae k 
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Power or no Power is juſt the fame Thing as to the Truth of Matte 
of Fact. The Convention ſay there are Diſorders prevailing, and the 
Credit of thisReport with thoſe who are at aDiſtance ſhould reſt entirely of 
the Knowledge and Veracity of thoſe who are the Vouchers of it, and 
has no more Relation to eccleſiaſtical Power and Authority than Calaus 
has to Sound; fo that if we grant you here all that you can deſire, ig 
will avail juſt as much to confute the Teſtimony as it will to prove that 
you are an hone/? Man : And all that it can amount to, is no more t 
only this, you ſay the Title Page miſ-names the Canvention or that Bod 
of Clergymen, and that may lead ſome into a Miſtake in regard to gu 
Church Government, and this without any other Proof than your N 
but this perhaps was all that Religion required in reſpect to the Tithe 
Page, and then it calls you to take Care of it's injured Cauſe elſewher 


Now, Rev. Sir! What is this grand, this ſhacking Injury, that ye 

muſt remedy ? Does Vice and Immorality prevail, and the Love of Ge 

and our Neighbour wax cold ? No! it is not this; but the C i 
teſtify againſt Di/orders, and fay leſs than you would have them ſay» 3 
favour of the Work of God as you call it. Alas ! the fatal Blow 
Heaven and Earth are concern'd ! Religion is wounded, and calls aloug 
for your important Aid. But then what ſhall we think of thoſe Gentle 
men of the Convention who have thus diſhonoured God, diſregarded yu 
Judgment, nay even barred your Voting, and thereby wounded Religia 
in its tendereſt Parts? 7M 


In your 5th Page, you tell us, that you appeal to all who have af 
Heart, and have been acquainted with the State of Religion in this Land} 
&c. whether that Teſtimony is like to have a good Effect: Undoubtedlf 
theſe Gentlemen think ſo, therefore they are not of that Number whe 
have at Heart, and have been acquainted with the State of Religion hers 
of late. Thus you only ſtigmatize them for wanting either gt Ha 
Regard for Religion, or your been Penetration to diſcern the State of it it 
their Neighbours Hearts, or both, and with uncommon Lenity paſs them 
over, to fall with your glowing Wrath an] Fury on the Affair of the 
Letters publiſhed in Scotland, but wrote by fome among us who were 
knowing to the Truth of what they teſtify, which you with the haughtizf 

Air of an Eaftern Monarch, reprobate a fallacizus Accounts and ſhameſy 
e Mi ſre pre ſentati um 


x 
4 
; Py 


(4) 


ſrepreſentations, and the Authors as virulent Oppoſers of the Work of 
od's Grace. Pray Sir, why in ſuch a Paſſion ? Does the Intereſt of 
eligion require this Heat? Ne 


This Teſtimony you ſay will confirm theſe Letters, and ſo perhaps 
ſify ſome of your s. It is very true, it may leſſen their Opinion of you 
t Glaſgow, and fo prevent your receiving a Diploma, which no doubt 
fould be much for the Intereſt of Religion too. 


Pray Sir, read your 8th Page, (if upon further Thought you think it 
will bear a ſecond Reading) and particularly theſe Words, „The 
famous Mr. John Caldwell,---the Rev. Mr. S. Mather, whoſe eſta- 
bliſh'd Character is as well known in this Town as in Glaſgow. ** ==. 
hat is it to us whether Caldwell's Character is famous or infamous? 
the famous Mr. John Caldwell aſſerts any thing, does his Aſſertion 
rove it falſe ? Or if the famous Mr. Jeſbua Gee aſſerts it, does that prove 
t to be true ? If this is the Caſe, you will certainly gain your Point : Go- 
n then doughty Diſputant, publiſh the Piece you threaten us with in 
tour 4th Page, ſupport the Truth on your en Authority, and triumph 
yer all Oppolition. | 


Indeed the Credit of Accounts given in Scotland concerning Matters 
bf Fact tranſacted on this Side the Atlantict, may in a great Meaſure 
epend on the moral Character of the Relators, and ſo if you have 
Nuthority enough to blot out the Rev. Mr. S. Mather's Character, with 
ne Daſh of your ſovereign Pen, you may invalidate the Credit of what 
be relates as to thoſe in Scotland; but with us the Rev. Mr. J. Gee's 
haracter is as well known as the Rev. Mr. S. Mather's, and will be ſo 
p them in Scotland it you go on to write; and this your Letter will 
bnvey to them a Picture of your Mind in ſuch glaring Colours, as will 
onvince them there is more Ill- nature than Truth in the Innuendo : 
nd what do you think in your own Heart of this defamatory Inſinuation 
gainſt Mr. Mather? Is it the Effect of your Temper or Religion, or 
your Temper and Religion both of the ſame Caſt ? Is this Reflection 
n God's Account, or Religion's Account, or on Account of your own 
wate Pique ? That Pique and Reſentment that has already torn your 


hburch in Pieces, and drove your Calliague and many of your . 
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from your Aſſembly, yet maugre all you could do they have united tog 
ther, live inPeace, and eſteem themſelves happy under the paſtoral Care ai 
this S. Mather : But not content with this, you till attack him and 
throw your Gall in his Face : I won't deny but this may be the genuing 
Zeal of your Religion, yet the ſame Thing in any other Perſon would look 
exactly like diſappointed Revenge and inveterate Malice, | 


| Inſpired with this Spirit (whatever it 4 * go on to grieve and fre 

in the Cauſe of Religion, becauſe ſome Writers concealed their Name 
and acted behind the Curtain, by which Means you can't flur them as yo 
have done Mr. S. Mather. You are poſitive, and ſo am I too, Sir 
that they apprehended a Concealment of their Names would ſerve theit 
own private Advantage: But what Advantage do you imagine they had 
in View, unleſs it was to avoid ill Uſage and Abuſe from your Party, 
. leſt they ſhould pronounce them Arminians and Oppeſers, and arm the 
giddy Mob with Fury againſt them; and while you have Recourſe ta 
ſuch unchriftian and unmanly Methods, you muſt expect ſome Men 
will not only write concealed hehind the Curtain, but treat you from 
thence with deſerved Freedom and Severity. But pardon this Digreſſior 

and ſuffer me to aſk: Did you mean to inſinuate that theſe Letters 
Writers concealed their Names becauſe they knew their Accounts were 
fallacious ? *Tis a Myſtery which a leſs Genius than yours cannot com- 
prehend how you ſhould know they were ſelf- condemned, unleſs you 
have ſome Impulſe to inform you of it: Without Flattery, Sir, I believe 
it is the Suggeſtion of the Spirit in you, ſo taking it for granted that 
they are wicked and impudent Men ſeeing they contradi&t you, the 
Queſtion ſtill returns, why ſhould they be aſhamed to ſubſcribe theit 
Names to ſuch Accounts as the Clergy of the Country at their Convention 
would confirm and teſtify to the World, and when almoſt every Lay- 

man of Senſe who has not a Turn to ſerve will eſpouſe the ſame Opi⸗ 


nion ? 


Another Inſtance of your Temper, which I am to point out to you, is 
in your thirteenth Page, where you pronounce the Warmth and Reſent- 
ment of Mr. }/-----ms of n juſt, becauſe it was ſo like your own, 
and glowed with the ſame holy Zeal againſt that bad Spirit that dares p- 
Poſe you. This ſhows how Warmth and Reſentment are agreable to 
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eur Nature, and how juſt you think it to mingle them in your Religion. 
yo you not wear the Character of a Miniſter of him who is meek and 
Poly of Heart? Does GOD delight in angry Men's Reſentments ? 
woes HE need your Warmth and Paſſion to ſupport his Cauſe ? Or is 
um Reſentment an Help to diſcover Truth to our ſelves or others? 
ndeed if you and your Party have a Right to diate to all Mankind, and 
N d ſee and judge for them; thoſe who had the Impudence to ſee with their 
pwn Eyes juſtly deſerved this warm Reſentment : Yet, Rev. Sir, I fear, 


| 
| 
| 


nleſs your Power of puniſhing thoſe that rebel againſt your Decretals, 
as in ſome Proportion to your warm and reſentful Temper, you will 
A it hard to ſupport the Authority which you deſire over our Faith and 
Konſciences : You may throw out as many InveCtives as your warm and 
Fact Brain can invent, they will all be in vain; there are many behind 
We Curtain who know it now, and you'l know it &*cr long, that your 
Warling Authority will dwindle into nothing. | 


& I was going to obſerve to you, Rev. Sir, many other glaring Inſtances 
* your Haughtineſs and Wrath, that are in almoſt every Page of your 
ener, which I really thought diſcovered a Diſpoſition of Mind both 
Naturally and habitually bad, and never ſuſpected an accidental Cauſe of 

it, till luckily caſting my Eye on a Paſſage in your 16th Page, I find you 

an't well: Here Sir, is a Key whereby I can charitably account for all 
the ſtrange Things in your heterogeneous Piece, and in ſome Degree 


convert my Cenſure into Pity. 


2 

" You don't tell us the Nature of your Diſorder nor where it lies : You 
\ are only ſenſible, you are in a feeble and declining State : Dear Sir, The 
Head and animal Spirits once diſorder'd, enfeeble and diſturb the whole 
Frame, and this is moſt ſenſibly perceiv'd after a Tempeſt of Wildnefs 
and Diforder begins to abate : Your Study in writing and the Cauſe of 
Religion (for which 5 poor Gentleman, in this unfortunate Turn of 
Mind, dream you are combating with ſome Giants or I/indmills ) give 
ſuch a violent Vertigo to the Brain, and ſuch Impetuoſity to your Blood 
and Spirits, as upon their going off leave you tired and exhauſted, and in- 
© duce vou near the cloſe of your Letter, feclingly to expres your feeble and 
© declining State, 


Upoy 
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Upon. the Whole, Rev. Sir, When I review your Letter, in all it 
diſcordant Parts, and ſee how in many Places Craft is uppermoſt, ani 
you abound in artful Wheedling, more eſpecially in your cajoling Ex 
poſtulations with the Moderator, in others, with black and invidious I 
ſinuations againſt thoſe that are obnoxious to your Anger, for being i 
free as to think different from you: How, in one Period you ſeem te 
have ſome artful Deſign in View, and in the next looſe your Point and 
ramble in the Dark, and every where ſuffer your Pride and Paſſion tal 
expoſe both your ſelf and your Cauſe : The Whole looks like the Off 
ſpring of a broken and diſorder'd Mind, and makes me confident tha 
Hellebore is more likely to ſerve you, than you at preſent to ſerve the Ins 
tereſt of true Religion, If I do not exceed in Charity, and this is really 
the Caſe, that you are diſturbed in the Exerciſe of your rational Faculties 
by the Act of Providence, it will leſſen or perhaps deſtroy the Charge 
againſt you. So wiſhing you would be more careful of your Conduct, 
if you are capable of it, and if you are not, that your Friends would take 
proper Care of you, | 


I am, 
Rev. Sir, 
at your Service, 


behind the Curtain, 


Ay 


J. F. 


* 


